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China's steel exports shift towards emerging markets
as developed economies tighten trade barriers

China's finished steel exports declined 8% year-on-year (y-o-y) to 44.6 million tonnes (mnt) during January-May 20286,
according to China Customs data. The decline reflects softer overseas demand, mounting trade restrictions and a
gradual moderation from the exceptionally strong export performance recorded in 2025.

However, exports rebounded to 10.3 mnt in May from 9.5 mnt in April, suggesting Chinese mills continue to find

overseas outlets despite a more challenging global trading environment.

China's steel exports are likely to remain elevated through the coming months, although the pace of growth will
increasingly depend on regional demand rather than broad-based global recovery. Chinese mills continue to benefit
from a pricing advantage over many international competitors, allowing exports to remain competitive even as

overseas demand moderates.
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Country .Exports .Exports % change Exportsin .Total Exports % change -Total Exports
inMay’26 | in Apr’26 Jan-May’26 in Jan-May’25 in 2025 (Jan-Dec)
Southeast Asia
Vietnam 1.00mnt  0.81 mnt +23% m-0-m 3.31 mnt 4.08 mnt -19% y-0-y 10.28 mnt
mm= Thailand 0.69 mnt  0.49 mnt +39% m-0-m 2.34 mnt 2.56 mnt -9% y-0-y 5.80 mnt
) Philippines 0.58mnt  0.62 mnt -7% m-0-m 2.30 mnt 2.29 mnt 0% y-o0-y 5.66 mnt
W' |ndonesia 0.43mnt | 0.54 mnt -20% m-0-m 2.09 mnt 2.02 mnt +3% y-0-y 4.75 mnt
EE Malaysia 0.30mnt = 0.25 mnt 21% m-o0-m 1.21 mnt 1.20 mnt +1% y-0-y 3.08 mnt
Others 0.46mnt | 0.48 mnt -4% m-0-m 2.28 mnt 2.03 mnt +12% y-0-y 4.84 mnt
Total 3.45mnt 3.18 mnt +8% m-0-m 13.52 mnt 14.19 mnt -5% y-0-y 34.40 mnt
Middle East and Africa
Saudi Arabia 0.33mnt = 0.17 mnt +98% m-0-m 1.69 mnt 2.22 mnt -24% y-0-y 5.57 mnt
‘@) Turkiye 0.36 mnt = 0.34 mnt +7% m-0-m 1.44 mnt 1.75 mnt -17% y-o-y 3.85 mnt
B United ArabEmirates 0.16 mnt = 0.06mnt = +176% m-o-m 1.11 mnt 2.46 mnt -55% y-0-y 5.46 mnt
B B Nigeria 0.20mnt = 0.18 mnt +13% m-0-m 0.91 mnt 0.83 mnt +10% y-o-y 2.03 mnt
e Egypt 0.10mnt = 0.08 mnt +32% m-0-m 0.60 mnt 0.48 mnt +23% y-0-y 1.56 mnt
Others 1.58mnt  1.41mnt +12% m-0-m 7.06 mnt 7.64 mnt -8% y-0-y 19.17 mnt
Total 2.74mnt  2.23mnt  +23% m-o-m 12.81 mnt 15.38 mnt -17% y-o-y 37.64 mnt
Central and South America
N B Peru 0.23mnt  0.22 mnt +5% m-o-m 0.79 mnt 0.75 mnt +6% y-0-y 2.40 mnt
msm Colombia 0.15mnt  0.15mnt -3% m-0-m 0.59 mnt 0.47 mnt +25% y-0-y 1.57 mnt
Brazil 0.07mnt 0.10mnt  -25% m-o-m 0.55 mnt 1.12 mnt -50% y-0-y 3.34 mnt
B Chile 0.14mnt  0.14mnt +2% m-0-m 0.47 mnt 0.58 mnt -18% y-0-y 1.67 mnt
mam Ecuador 0.12mnt  0.11mnt +16% m-0-m 0.38 mnt 0.32 mnt +19% y-0-y 1.05 mnt
Others 0.46mnt = 0.49 mnt -6% m-0-m 2.77 mnt 2.74 mnt +1% y-0-y 4.96 mnt
Total 1.18 mnt 1.21 mnt -2% m-0-m 5.54 mnt 5.96 mnt -7% y-0-y 14.99 mnt
East Asia (JKT)
@, South Korea 0.57mnt 051mnt  +12% m-o-m 2.54 mnt 3.10 mnt -18% y-0-y 7.27 mnt
China Hong Kong 0.20mnt  0.21 mnt -2% m-0-m 0.84 mnt 0.87 mnt -3% y-0-y 2.05 mnt
B Taiwan, China 0.11mnt  0.12mnt -14% m-0-m 0.44 mnt 0.57 mnt -23% y-0-y 1.17 mnt
® Japan 0.09mnt = 0.06 mnt +47% m-0-m 0.37 mnt 0.51 mnt -28% y-0-y 1.26 mnt
BB Mongolia 0.08 mnt  0.09 mnt -17% m-0-m 0.25 mnt 0.25 mnt -3% y-0-y 0.63 mnt
Others 0.01mnt  0.01mnt +26% m-0-m 0.05 mnt 0.04 mnt +32% y-0-y 0.08 mnt
Total 1.06 mnt 1.00 mnt +5% m-0-m 4.49 mnt 5.34 mnt -16% y-o-y 12.46 mnt
South Asia
e INdia 0.39mnt  0.19mnt  +101% m-o-m 1.17 mnt 1.45 mnt -19% y-0-y 2.17 mnt
Pakistan 0.25mnt  0.29 mnt -15% m-o0-m 1.13 mnt 0.81 mnt +39% y-0-y 3.12 mnt
- Bangladesh 0.14 mnt 0.12 mnt +16% m-0-m 0.47 mnt 0.51 mnt - % y-0-y 1.21 mnt
PES SriLanka 0.02mnt = 0.05mnt -69% m-0-m 0.16 mnt 0.20 mnt -21% y-0-y 0.54 mnt
Nepal 0.005mnt  0.004mnt +43% m-o-m 0.02 mnt 0.02 mnt -4% y-0-y 0.04 mnt
Total 0.79mnt 0.66 mnt +20% m-0-m 2.94 mnt 2.98 mnt -1% y-o0-y 7.08 mnt
Europe
B P Belgium 0.11mnt  0.14 mnt -23% m-0-m 0.47 mnt 0.29 mnt +65% y-0-y 0.89 mnt
N B taly 0.08mnt 0.12mnt  -37% m-o-m 0.45 mnt 0.45 mnt 0% y-0-y 1.22 mnt
= Spain 0.07mnt = 0.08 mnt -7% m-o-m 0.39 mnt 0.21 mnt +83% y-0-y 0.55 mnt
= Poland 0.03mnt  0.04 mnt -29% m-0-m 0.16 mnt 0.17 mnt -9% y-0-y 0.45 mnt
== UK. 0.02mnt 0.04mnt  -42% m-o-m 0.14 mnt 0.09 mnt +52% y-0-y 0.24 mnt
Others 0.15mnt  0.15mnt +6% m-0-m 0.88 mnt 0.79 mnt +12% y-0-y 2.15 mnt
Total 0.46 mnt 0.57 mnt -18% m-0-m 2.49 mnt 2.00 mnt +24% y-0-y 5.51 mnt
Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS)
B Russia 0.12mnt  0.09 mnt +35% m-0-m 0.37 mnt 0.35 mnt +6% y-0-y 1.18 mnt
o Uzbekistan 0.07mnt = 0.08 mnt -11% m-0-m 0.25 mnt 0.20 mnt +26% y-0-y 0.66 mnt
I8 Kazakhstan 0.06 mnt = 0.03 mnt +77% m-0-m 0.15 mnt 0.16 mnt -4% y-0-y 0.65 mnt
WS Ukraine 0.02mnt = 0.07 mnt -74% m-0-m 0.10 mnt 0.04 mnt +161% y-0-y 0.15 mnt
Kyrgyzstan 0.05mnt  0.03 mnt +89% m-0-m 0.09 mnt 0.04 mnt +123% y-0-y 0.35 mnt
Others 0.03mnt  0.06 mnt -57% m-o-m 0.48 mnt 0.43 mnt +13% y-0-y 0.53 mnt
Total 0.34mnt 0.36 mnt -5% m-o0-m 1.45 mnt 1.21 mnt +19% y-0-y 3.52 mnt
North America (USMCA)
B2l Mexico 0.08 mnt = 0.08 mnt -4% m-0-m 0.35 mnt 0.42 mnt -16% y-0-y 0.99 mnt
B= ysa 0.07mnt  0.07 mnt -6% mM-0-m 0.30 mnt 0.36 mnt -15% y-0-y 0.76 mnt
|%| canada 0.05mnt  0.05 mnt -2% m-o0-m 0.17 mnt 0.17 mnt -2% y-0-y 0.50 mnt
Others 0.0003 mnt 0.0004 mnt  -22% m-o0-m 0.001 mnt 0.001 mnt +5% y-0-y 0.003 mnt
Total 0.19mnt 0.20 mnt -4% m-0-m 0.82 mnt 0.95 mnt -13% y-0-y 2.25 mnt
Asia-Pacific
ea Australia 0.08 mnt = 0.05mnt +47% m-0-m 0.31 mnt 0.32 mnt -3% y-0-y 0.78 mnt
l New Zealand 0.01mnt  0.01mnt +32% m-0-m 0.07 mnt 0.05 mnt +53% y-0-y 0.13 mnt
PapuaNew Guinea ~ 0.02mnt  0.02 mnt +7% m-0-m 0.06 mnt 0.05 mnt +25% y-0-y 0.12 mnt
- Maldives 0.006 mnt  0.002mnt +176% m-o0-m 0.02 mnt 0.01 mnt +89% y-0-y 0.03 mnt
#50 Fiji 0.004mnt 0.004mnt  -4% m-o-m 0.01 mnt 0.01 mnt +45% y-0-y 0.03 mnt
Others 0.011mnt 0.006 mnt  +78% m-o0-m 0.03 mnt 0.03 mnt +13% y-0-y 0.07 mnt
Total 0.13mnt  0.09mnt  +41% m-o-m 0.51 mnt 0.47 mnt +10% y-0-y 1.17 mnt
Grand Total 10.3mnt  9.5mnt +9% m-0-m 44.6 mnt 48.5 mnt -8% y-0-y 119 mnt

All above figures are rounded off. | Quantity in million tonnes (mnt) | % change in month-on-month (m-o-m)

% change in year-on-year (y-o-y) | Source: BigMint



In Association with

BIGMINT WEEK

BIGMINT
INDIAFERROUS WEEK

Iron Ore | Pellet | DRI | Scrap | Steel
Coal | Logistics

T :

RAW MATE

BIGMINT

NDIA

FERROUS
EEK

2026

19-21 AUGUST
JW MARRIOTT, KOLKATA

CLE
N

INDIA
800+ 60+ 250+
Participants Speakers Companies
50+ 25+

Exhibitors Networking Hours

THE MEGA EVENT IS BA

I I
r )

www.bigmint.co/events



https://api.whatsapp.com/send/?phone=919109797777&text=Interested_For_BIFW_2026_CS
https://bigmint.co/events/bigmint-india-ferrous-week-2026

	Page 2
	Page 3



